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Editors^  Note 


The  completion  of  the  journal’s  40th  year  of  publication  in  1998  brought 
the  occasion  for  another  cumulative  index,  the  third  in  the  journal’s 
history.  The  previous  such  index,  published  in  1989,  documented  all  30 
volumes  from  the  journal’s  debut  in  1959  through  1988.  It  incorporated  the 
first  index,  produced  in  1979,  which  covered  the  journal’s  first  20  years.  The 
present  index,  in  contrast,  picks  up  where  the  previous  one  left  off, 
covering  only  the  last  10  years  of  publication. 

These  10  years  have  witnessed  historic  changes  in  the  political, 
economic,  and  social  environment  of  Latin  America.  The  transition  from 
authoritarian  regimes  to  democracies  in  many  countries,  the  collapse  of  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  end  of  the  Cold  War,  the  conclusion  of  protracted  civil 
wars,  the  advent  of  neoliberalism  and  global  markets,  and  the  heightened 
concern  with  the  natural  environment  have  all  emerged  as  important 
subjects  for  scholarly  study.  They  have  accordingly  created  new  categories 
in  the  subject  index,  such  as  civil-military  relations  and  sustainable 
'development.  Specific  headings,  such  as  drug  trafficking  and  the  Summit 
of  the  Americas,  also  result  from  the  journal’s  special  issues  devoted  to 
these  topics. 

These  new  headings  group  certain  subjects.  The  heading  “Democ¬ 
racy”  includes  articles  on  democratization  and  democratic  consolidation. 
“Politics”  generally  covers  articles  on  parties,  regimes,  the  survival  of 
revolutions,  and  electoral  processes,  while  specific  elections  fall  into  a 
distinct  category.  Obviously,  readers  looking  for  a  comprehensive  set  of 
references  would  do  well  to  check  related  headings. 

For  foreign  policy  and  international  relations,  articles  on  the  United 
States  can  generally  be  found  under  “Foreign  Policy,  U.S.,”  while  articles 
on  Latin  American  nations’  policies  or  regional  relations  fall  under  “Foreign 
Policy,  Latin  American  Countries.”  Finally,  a  substantial  new  category — 
reflecting  a  major  scholarly  preoccupation  during  this  decade — is  “Eco¬ 
nomic  Development,”  which  also  includes  articles  on  inequality,  economic 
policy,  and  stabilization. 

Thus  this  index  offers  both  continuity  and  change  compared  to  its 
predecessors.  The  basic  style  of  indexing  has  been  retained,  continuing  the 
consecutive  numbering  of  articles  throughout  the  chronological  table  of 
contents.  The  article  numbers,  in  turn,  become  the  references  in  the  author, 
subject,  and  country  indexes. 
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The  new  addition  is  the  book  review  index,  which  lists  books 
reviewed  (by  title)  and  book  reviewers  (by  name).  Here  some  overlap 
occurs.  The  list  covers  both  individual  book  reviews  and  titles  from  review 
essays,  while  the  review  essays  themselves  are  indexed  (by  title  and 
author)  in  the  numbered  tables  of  contents.  Because  the  previous 
cumulative  indexes  did  not  include  book  reviews,  the  consecutive 
numbering  system  could  not  be  used.  Instead,  this  section  identifies  each 
entry  by  volume,  number,  and  pages  of  the  issue  in  which  it  appeared. 

We  hope  this  index  will  help  readers  and  researchers  make  good  use 
of  the  journal  as  a  resource  in  Latin  American  studies.  We  thank  the  readers 
and  subscribers,  the  authors  who  have  submitted  their  work,  and 
especially  the  scholars  and  specialists  inside  and  outside  academe  who 
have  served  as  anonymous  peer  reviewers.  You  have  sustained  the  journal 
throughout  its  40-year  “tenure”  in  the  scholarly  community.  We  also  thank 
the  University  of  Miami  for  its  continuing  support,  providing  the  journal 
with  the  resources  of  a  great  university  and  the  independence  to  remain 
unbiased  and  objective  in  its  editorial  efforts.  We  look  forward  to 
presenting  more  new  research  and  timely  articles  in  the  years  to  come. 
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